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He preached austerity of outlook and rugged
simplicity. He imbued the Emir Mohamed Ibn
Saud with his fiery ideals, and the great religious
revival was launched. From that moment Ibn Saud
increased his sphere of influence. Forty years later,
his grandson, yet another Ibn Saud, was also to
complete what his grandfather had begun by estab-
lishing himself as the ruler of a vast kingdom which
spread from the borders of Syria in the north to a
point near Saana in the south, and from the shore
of Oman to the Red Sea.
The al Saud dynasty was now a power, and with
the new order peace and tranquillity replaced the
disorder of former days, justice and the principle
of equality being firmly established, Islam became
the law of the country and everyone bowed to the
law.
The al Saud were too successful. This new kingdom
stood out as a beacon amidst the floundering mis-
management of the Ottomans, and the Sultan in
Constantinople took umbrage. He had reason for
his regal displeasure, for his Viceroy, Mohamed Ali,
in Egypt was speedily forgetting that he was a vassal
of the Porte, and was becoming embarrassingly regaL
In the vast solitude of the Yeldiz Kiosk, the Sultan
conceived a scheme which would dispose of both
upstarts. He sent his ambassadors with his own
particular brand of vitriolic scandal, and these
whispered into the ears of Mohamed Ali in Egypt
and Ibn Saud in Arabia. Soon there was dissension,
and speedily a war, which progressed with varying
fortune for five years.